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Abstract 
An oligopeptidase from Bacillus amyloliquefaciens 23-7A was characterized along with its 

biochemical activities and structural gene. The protein's amino acid sequence and 

enzymatic activities were similar to those of other bacterial PepFs, which belong to 

metallopeptidase family M3. While most bacterial PepFs are cytoplasmic endopeptidases, 

the identified PepFBa oligopeptidase is a secreted protein and may facilitate the process of 

sporulation. 


