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Abstract

In 2003, the SARS epidemic caused tempests nationwide;

later, the health division formulated a structure of

Central Epidemics Command Center and set up the
National Health Command Center as headquarters.
Meanwhile, it integrated existing surveillance
information to the data warehouse system, establishing a
single department — situation room. In view of the fact
that data integration will be the trend of future data
processing, in February 2009, it further set up the Data
Center under the situation room in hopes of gradually
integrating the existing database with the external
information obtained afterwards, thereby developing data
integration platform for the purpose of research as well
as decision support. The basic structure includes (1)
establishing the data library of the Data Center, (2)
constructing the value-added application platform, and

(3) exchanging and applying the external information.

After the outbreak of the novel Influenza A/H1N1
epidemic in April 2009, the Data Center has established
pneumonia and influenza mortality real-time monitoring
system through the SAS EG software under the
value-added application platform. The collected data of
the system shows that there is an obvious increase over
an twenty-week period (week 50th, 2008 ~ week 17th,
2009). Such trend clearly reveals that there is relatively
high pneumonia and influenza mortality rate in

wintertime.

Through the experience gained from practically

implementing the Influenza A/HIN1 prevention measures
this time, we believe that establishment of the Data
Center is conducive to data integration and application,
especially to real-time

constructing monitoring



information in which it shows its largest effectiveness. At
present, the development of the real-time pneumonia and
influenza mortality surveillance system is still in its early
stage, so there are many problems remaining to be
discussed and overcome, such as the consideration of
seasonal factors, the determinant rules of the causes of
death, the evaluation of the representativeness of
surveillance system, and so forth, all of which require

further study in the future.
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