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Acinic cell carcinoma of the buccal mucosa-
case report
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Abstract

Acinic cell carcinoma 1s a rare salivary gland tumor, occurring almost exclusively in the
parotid gland. Submandibular and sublingual gland involvement 1s rare and minor salivary
gland origin 1s exceptional. Clinically, most acinic cell carcinomas present as a
slow-growing mass, fixed or mobile, hard or cystic, and with variable degrees of pain.
Given its rarity, it is difficult to diagnose at a patient” s initial visit. The usual clinical
diagnosis 18 one of a mixed tumor. The rate of recurrence is high. Metastasis, if it occurs,
has a predilection for the lung, but regional lymph nodes are rarely affected. After careful
excision of the acinic cell carcinoma, frozen sections should be made to confirm the
adequacy of the surgical margins in an effort to minimize recurrence and metastasis. We
present the case of a 46-year-old woman whose chief complaint was swelling of the left
buccal mucosa, which had grown slowly over three years. After surgical excision, tissue
pathology revealed it to be an acinic cell carcinoma of a minor salivary gland. No evidence
of recurrence was found over 31 months of follow-up. Acinic cell carcinoma should be
included in the differential diagnosis of buccal squamous cell carcinoma.



