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Efficacy of Chest X-rays for Screening
Pulmonary Tuberculosis for Alien Workers in

Taiwan

28 N PR PSS E AR B TR
el

I S IR S PSS R 1
RS g]ﬁﬁm = EJ > A pﬁ*y‘ﬁ(zmﬁ ? F12001 = 2002 & HF | 9 F55

780325 vk A (ER o IARYER J‘Wﬁf XA (147 X177 ) (Bl po g
ﬁﬂ* ST IR jJﬁl?ﬂ PR - AR o0 PR - (1), X4 Do e i
E’vlﬂf‘iﬁ “?*IJJLET [’Fﬁ‘ (2)F Jofls X E‘Tf PP ﬁ' Ho FHIEREELA

R R ﬁﬁ“ :H‘% ’ E'U%%ﬂﬁ AR T [F‘ i I 64 * ﬁwjﬁ
XA [ R P ﬁ'ﬁ"l 1192 * o Hihw i T [’F‘EJ’? ﬁ%ﬁ 9 M IEE T i [’F"? 71
HEF 73 5 (T 450.091%) - Fﬁ[ﬁq« i p_} ﬁ;ﬁ%@ 2001 & qm;xg:,muﬁpf@ ok
0. OGS%*EJE F,[mwaﬂll#’/f Fir ’T%'L = f’#’ﬁﬁugﬁf‘r} (% 3-9 ff', o Elff17 *ﬁ‘ﬁﬂj?ﬂﬁﬁj

[TF‘} £50.124% » Hi%ﬁ?uﬂ}?ﬁjﬁ o ’Eﬂﬂ] ERIEE ¥ ?ﬂﬁguj [;Fﬁ} £,
0 0819 == 4 14 (L HEARFIO F[iffc} ffgl Fr f»y Iﬁﬂiﬂtulﬁlﬁﬁp SR @ﬁp mir;sr
Abstract

Abstract: Alien workers are obligated to receive health examination when they enter
Taiwan and were followed up each year before they leave. Chest x-rays are used to screen
for pulmonary tuberculosis. Although this policy has been carried out for years, the
efficacy of chest x-rays screening has seldom been reported. Between 2001 and 2002, there
were 80325 alien workers received annual health examination in our hospital. We used
standard chest films (14" ° X 17" ° ) for screening pulmonary tuberculosis for these
alien workers. Interpretation of the x-rays were categorized into two types: (1) Failed case
was defined as radiographic findings suggesting open pulmonary tuberculosis; (2) Cases
with other lung anomalies, including artifacts, were called back for repeated x-rays and
re-analysis. Our screening results revealed that 64 workers were categorized as failed cases.
192 workers were found with other lung anomalies initially, nine of them were
re-classified as failed cases after call-back for confirmation. Therefore, a total of 73 alien
workers (0.091 %) were categorized as failed cases. Of these, the failed cases at entry
accounted 0.124% that was higher than that in their countries; 0.081% failed cases were
diagnosed in 6 month after entry that was similar to the prevalence of the pulmonary



tuberculosis among military conscripts in Taiwan. The overall prevalence of pulmonary
tuberculosis of alien workers was slightly higher than that of the Prevalence (0.065%) in
Taiwan, but much lower than that in their countries. Our data may suggest the
successfulness of this policy.



