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ffffo! :BACKGROUND: Taiwan experienced one of the most serious
outbreaks of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS)
during the 2003 epidemic. Public health nurses faced
unprecedented challenges in 1mplementing an extensive
quarantine policy to prevent disease spread. Their
professional confidence, however, was shattered during
the SARS crisis. This paper assesses factors related to
public health nurses~ confidence i1n managing community
SARS control programs. METHODS: In May 2003, we sent
structured questionnaires to all 361 health centers 1in
Taiwan and asked the public health nurses responsible
for epidemic control to complete. A total of 312
completed surveys were returned for a response rate of
86.4%. Descriptive methods and logistic regression were
used to analyze the data. RESULTS: Most public health
nurses (71.9%) expressed a general lack of confidence in
handling the SARS epidemic. Confidence was significantly
associated with perceived epidemic severity (OR, 0.58;
95% CI: 0.35-0.99), daily epidemic updates (OR, 2.26;
95% CI: 1.28-3.98), and number of cases 1n the community
(OR, 2.21; 95% CI: 1.13-4.31). CONCLUSION: Nurses~
individual risk perception and prompt update of epidemic
information significantly affect levels of professional
confidence, a key factor influencing quarantine
implementation success. Strategies to promote productive
interagency collaboration and advocate participatory
policy making involving health workers at all levels are
needed to control effectively infectious disease
outbreaks.



