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Abstract 
BACKGROUND: Gout has been a significant metabolic disorder for Chinese men in Taiwan; 

however, there is insufficient information on diet and lifestyle risk factors in this population. 

OBJECTIVE: The purpose of this case-control study was to explore potential dietary and 

lifestyle risk factors associated with gout in Chinese men. DESIGN: Between 1998 and 1999, 

we recruited and conducted face-to-face interviews with patients from outpatient clinics in 

Taipei who had incident gout (n = 92) and with their healthy coworkers (controls; n = 92). 

RESULTS: Systolic blood pressure, diastolic blood pressure, waist-to-hip ratio, waist-to-height 

ratio, and body mass index were significantly higher in cases than in controls. Family histories 

of gout and diabetes mellitus were strong risk factors for gout. Frequencies of vegetable and 

fruit consumption were significantly lower in cases than in controls. Logistic regression 

analyses showed that high alcohol intake and low intakes of fiber, folate, and vitamin C 

increased the risk of gout, but no association was found with purine intake. After covariates 

were controlled for, the adjusted odds ratios for the middle and highest tertiles of 

waist-to-height ratio (0.50-0.54 and >/==" BORDER="0"> 0.55, respectively) were 3.89 (95% 

CI: 1.32, 11.46) and 4.37 (1.18, 16.22), respectively, but no linear association was found for 

waist-to-hip ratio and waist circumference. CONCLUSIONS: Consumption of alcohol, but not 

of purine, may be a significant dietary risk factor for gout. Food sources rich in dietary fiber, 

folate, and vitamin C, such as fruit and vegetables, protect against gout. Waist-to-height ratio, 

which indicates central obesity, has a significant linear effect on gout occurrence, independent 

of body mass index 
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