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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to explore the clinical validation of the related factors
and defining characteristics of acute confusion among craniotomy patients. Two
study methods were used for clinical validation: (1) diagnostic content validity (DCV)
and (2) clinical observation. Two scales used to examine the reliability and validity in
this explorative study were related factors of acute confusion scale and defining
characteristics of acute confusion scale. The samples for this study included 60
nurses of neurological wards for DCV of related factors and defining characteristics,
and 52 craniotomy patients for CDV of related factors and defining characteristics.
According to the Mini Mental Status Examination (MMSE), fifty-two craniotomy
patients were divided into a MMSE-negative group (n=17) or a MMSE-positive group
(n=35). Results of this study showed that the DCV scores of seven related factors
were greater than 0.5. Five of 21 defining characteristics were deleted based on the

results of DCV, clinical observation and factor analysis. Two factors extracted from



16 defining characteristics were “cognitive impairment or behavior disturbance” and

“consciousness and sleep disturbance or negative behavior.”



