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Beliefs about and Knowledge of Cancer Pain and Narcotic

Analgesics and Related Factors in Undergraduate Student

Nurses
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Abstract
The purposes of this study were to (1) examine the beliefs and knowledge regarding cancer
pain management in the last year undergraduate nurse students, and (2) analyze the factors
which can best predict these student nurses’ pain beliefs and knowledge. A cross-sectional
survey with a structured questionnaire including “Background Information Form,” “Pain and
Opioid Analgesics Beliefs Scales - Cancer Version” and Ferrell's “Nurses’ Knowledge and
Attitudes Survey” were used. One hundred and eighty eight subjects were recruited, with a

85.5% response rate. The results showed that (1) in general, nurse students had positive



beliefs regarding cancer pain and narcotic analgesics, but most of them believed cancer pain
is inevitable; (2) there existed a serious knowledge deficiency in student nurses, especially in
pharmacological knowledge. The correct response rate, in average, was 47.9%, and the
correct response rate for each question raged from 10.6% to 93.1%; (3) students nurses
without working experience and without nursing education background before their
undergraduate program had more negative pain beliefs and the worst pain knowledge scores;
and (4) results from stepwise regression showed that students having more years in nursing
education and having received pain management class had more positive pain beliefs and
more correct knowledge of pain management. The results suggest that more cancer pain
control classes should be arranged in both school education and clinical education. The
content of these courses should focus more on pharmacological pain management knowledge

and case analyses.



