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Abstract

This essay intencs first to analyze the features of Confucian-Shintdist thinkers’
mnterpretation of the Confucian Classics 1 the late Tokugawa Japan. The term
“Confucian- Shintdist believers™ { 78 {F 3 £ % | refer to those who were
Confucianist, but also had a strong belief in Japanese Shintdism ( The Way of Gods | .
They mcluded Chu-Tzu scheolars, Hayashi Razan (58 () 1583-1657), Yamazaki
Ansal ((Ldgf [ 55 1618-1882), Yangming school's Kumazawa Banzan ( #5355 L
1619-1691 ) . Military Schools Yamaga Sokd ( [ %8 347 1622-1685 ) | and the
Mikado scholars ( 3 £ &% ) . The second section essay explores the development
and evolution of the Japanese traditionalism first, and then analyvses the way in which
these Confucian- ShintSist believers broke the connection of Japanese culture to
Chinese culture when defending their own cultural fradition. The third section
illustrates how these thinkers expanded their cultural subjectivity to find something in
common in the two cultures, explaiming their tweo solutions for hannonization.
“Confucian-Shintdist believers”, on the surface, harmonized conflicting elements, but
in fact interpreted ShintSism in terms of Confucianism, while “Shintdist-Confucian
theorists™ put Shintdism abhead of Confocianism The fourth section expounds the



inevitable tensions that Chinese political ideas, “Yao-Shiin Shan Fang Rulership™ (5§
F L GE B #E) and “Tang-Wu Eevelution”., posed to these Confucian-ShintSist
belisvers. The concluding part explains the Japanese thinkers® attitude toward how to
solve the conflicting elements between Confucianism and ShintGism The afore-
menfioned thinkers habitwally countered “human™ thought with “divine” thought.
Showing that Chinese Confucianism and JTapanese Shintdism had different ultimate

ends, they reinterpreted the ancient texts in terms of “subjective inflation™



