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Abstract

This thesis bases its subject under discussion on the political theory

of kingcraft of Ito Jinsai(1627-1705) and Ogyu Sorai(1666-1728),scholars of t

he Ancient Learning School in the age of Tokugawa Japan,thus,advancing explan-

ations of the three questions as follow: 1)What is the difference in nature between the

kingcraft of political theoryof Ito Jinsai and that of Ogyu Sorai?and why did either

scholar diversify hisown thought of kingcraft from one another"s thought to such a
large extension.2)What is the foundation of which the both scholars” theories of

kingcraft had laid? And how did they transform the Chinese Confucianism?3)What

kind of ef fect did both scholar"political thories of kin-gcraft have upon the Cofucians
thinking in the later half of the age Tokugawa? And how did they affect the Ba

kufu and modern consciousness? Accordingly,in the chaper two, "The orgin

and background of the thought of ancient learning school™, the thesis firstly introduces

the progess in which the thought of Ito Jinsai and Ogyu Sorai were shaped,and then

synthetically compares both scholars"thinking,figuring out that though the both
scholars promoted the renai-ssance of ancient Japanese learning,they different in
nature.Secondly, the thesis inqures further into the point by which the thoughts of

Ancient Learning School had been in association with the

anti-Neoconfucianism,under the intellectuals between middleand late Ming Dynasty,
attempts to compare the classics in terms of hermeneutics, and views that not only the
intell-ectuals throughout Ming Dynasty but also the Confucian thought of Han

Dynasty should be indispensable to the intell-ectualorigin of Ancient Learning School



thoughts. it is also of necessity to expound the search for kingcraft theories of Jinsai
and Sorai, who had the least comp lication with Shintoism. Upon the overall
comparision of both scholar"s tho-ught,this chapter leads itself to the thinking
background of the first problem. The chapter three is the central axis that deals with
the first problem of thesis,namely, "The kingcraft and the idea of revolution of
Ancient Learning School”. Being an subject description, the first section is required to
clarifythe advancement of Mencius"s kingcraft proposition from its beginning, hence
, it would be easier to analyze and compare the kingcraft theories among the A

ncient Learning School. Centering on the above-mentioned kingcraft, the follow

ing five point,the revolutionary theory of T"ang Wu overthrow,between the int
erretationship of monarchs and the subjects, the theory of Kuan-Chung,the the

ory kingcraft and hegemony,and the controversies between benevolence-righteous
ness and propriety-ceremonial music, dissect thetheories of Ito Jinsai and Ogy

u Sorali, reasoning out the work on Kuan-Chung(*F‘fr’H ) had been highly est- eem

ed in the eyes of Ancient Learning School scholars, be they pro-Mencius or ant
i-Mencius. Thence, the Confucianists of Japan were proved to have the pragmati

c character. Furthermore both scholars had a great assent to the revo-lutionar

y theory of T"ang Wu overthrew(i} /¥ 5t"(>) ,their theories had been demonstrated
menacing towards the Bakufu. As a whole, this chapter aim at solutions to the

first problem. The chapter three into the level of "How" of the Ancient Learning
School kingcraft. The chapter four "The founda tion of the kingcraft theories of
Ancient Learning School--metamorposis and subtilization towards the idea of Chinese
Confucianism", extends its further search for the foundation of kingcraft political
theories, These problems are basica-lly "Why" focusing on the analyses of many a
unit-idea, such as benevolence, rightiousness, propriety, wisdom, way, and morality.In
this context, one should be cognizant of the fact that how Japanese Confucianists had
"mtamorphosed” or "transformed™ Chinese Confucianism, and should also has a
preliminary insight into subtilization of Japanese Ancient Lear-ning School in
thinking. Now that either was a paramount authority, under whom the controversity
over Confucianism had been increasingly affe-cted. All arguments about pro-Mencius
and anti-Mencius were to be more head-lined in the later period of Tokugawa
Confucia-nism, thereupon, the chapter five "The repercussions of the kingcraft on the
Tokugaw a Confucianism--the controversies over political thought of Mencius™, dig
into the third problem. On the basis of kingcraft theories under the Ancient Learn
ingSchool. This chapter is concentrated downwards on the Confucianist from mid

dle Tokugawa period to late Tokugawa period, continuing the controversies over
kingcraft theories between Ito Jinsai and Ogyu Sorai. Since one of its fundam

ental positions was openly against the Neo-Confucianism(specially is Chu Hsi S



chool), the Ancient Learning School suffered attacks by both official an priv

ate Neo-Confucianists,which led to a state edict "heresy"” in 1790. With an in
clination to pragmatism that vehemently excluded Mencius,Sorai was more critiz
ed by Sorai as "an identity of Sung Neo-Confuianism" because his thought coinc
idedwith Neo-Confucianism in many respcts. For instance, thanks to its sympath
y withChen Hao,Chen Yi,and Chu Hsi in favor of Mencious, Sorai School was more
attactson the Reviving Ancient Learning School, suddenly, came up into being

, Whose subjects were still limited to some themes within kingcraft. Also,tho

se studentsin favor of Sorai School presented their arguments. The both sides
initiated, in effect, their controversies witin the scope of Mencious politica

| thought and of Ancient Learning School interpretations of Mencious. Herewith
, the thesis analyzes the influences and transformations of Ancient Learning S
chool kingcraftthoughts. In the end, the hapter six in its coclusions summ

rizes what the previous five chapters have explored and issues future outlooks
towards these problems.



